amongst medical undergraduates. By the end of the chapter the metaphor is overused; however, he does raise important questions about the place of research in the modern medical curriculum, how to engender interest in it and how to finance it. He suggests that the responsibility lies with the medical educators, but that's as far as he goes.
John Libbey has been publishing an eclectic series of books dealing with different aspects of the epilepsies and some have become modern-day classics. Paediatric Epilepsy Syndromes and their Surgical Treatment is the latest offering. It is long (almost 900 pages) and multi-authored. The book is based on the proceedings of the sixth International Bethel-Cleveland Epilepsy Symposium held in Bielefeld in Germany in 1995, each chapter being based on a presentation by the author at the symposium. The editors have sought to bring together these presentations to 'present a comprehensive and integrated volume on the many facets of paediatric epilepsy surgery for the expert and non-expert'. The book comprises 86 chapters divided into 11 sections. These cover such diverse areas as the psychological, sociological, psychiatric and pathological aspects of intractable childhood epilepsies, intractable epilepsy syndromes in children, pre-surgical evaluation, surgical techniques for resective and non-resective surgery and outcome following surgery.
Inevitably there is wide variation in both the purpose and the style of chapters. Some offer comprehensive reviews on a particular topic, others present the results of clinical studies. Yet others offer personal, and at times controversial, views on a particular topic or else follow a didactic approach. The strength of this format is that it exposes the reader to the complexities of the subject matter and to the differing views that exist on many of the issues covered. It has also enabled senior figures to cover topics rarely dealt with in detail elsewhere. Some of the chapters, particularly those dealing with conditions such as the Sturge-Weber syndrome, Rasmussen's syndrome, gelastic seizures and the Landau-Kleffner syndrome, have the feel of personal tutorials offered to the reader by renowned experts in the epilepsy world. It is hard for such material to be published in journals, and dissemination by texts such as this is most valuable.
Most of the chapters stand alone and one can easily move through the book selecting chapters that appeal. This makes the book much easier to read than its length would imply. It also encourages the reader to sample material outwith his own sphere of immediate interest and thus (one hopes) broaden his understanding of the subject as a whole.
The editors have produced a textbook that goes a long way to fulfilling their aims of being comprehensive and integrated. The book will appeal not only to doctors but to other professionals who deal with children with intractable epilepsies. I strongly recommend it. C D Ferrie Group, 1998 Martyn and Hughes' little book consists of 10 chapters by twelve authors, each addressing the epidemiology of a group of neurological disorders or, in some instances, a neurological disease. Thus, there are chapters on multiple sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Parkinson's disease and head injury, and others on neurological disability, head injury and the dementias. Interestingly, here schizophrenia is unequivocally regarded as a neurological disease, perhaps reflecting the fact that the content was commissioned for publication in the Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry.
The collection is heterogeneous. Some authors take an essentially biological approach to the task, providing data on the effect of putative factors on the origin or even pathogenesis of the disorder under discussion; others largely confine themselves to data on prevalence and incidence rates, and discussion on the difficulties of classification (as in the chapter on the epilepsies). In some instances the reviewer moves on from a strictly epidemiological perspective to embrace genetics, chromosomal location and the relation of familial and sporadic disease-clearly topics that are relevant to the modern era in epidemiology. The more general topics such as stroke and epilepsy suffer from the need to provide a useful dataset in a small compass. Both these subjects are complex and require analysis by syndrome, or by event. Indeed, the epidemiological approach can be used in some respects to define the syndromes themselves. Because of the limitation
